
 

Theme Title: 

Celebrations and commemorations  
 

Year group: 2 
 
Term: Autumn 2 
 

Hook Explore Excite Celebrate 

Have a class celebration party – 
what do we need? How and why 
do we celebrate different events? 
Get dressed up 
Eat nice things 
Dance or sing 
Think about the celebration and 
the reason 
 

Visit poppy memorials  Trip to museum of London Winter Fair or invite parents to a 
class museum celebration to 
share learning 

 

Core subjects: Theme Content 

By the end of this unit the children will be able to… 
 

Science Animals including humans  
(diet side of this) 
describe the importance for humans to exercise, eating the right amounts of different types of food, and hygiene 
(diet side link to DT cooking and nutrition) 
I know what animals and humans need to survive. 
I can tell you why exercise is important. 
I can tell you why a healthy diet is important. 
I can tell you why it is important to make sure you are clean. 

 

Foundation: Theme Content / Foundation: Links to National Curriculum 

PSHE Kindness and Friendship – Anti-bullying week 
Behaviour 



To recognise how their behaviour affects other people  
To recognise how attitude and behaviour, including bullying, may affect others   
To recognise how their behaviour and that of others may influence people both positively and negatively  
Behaviour  
To understand who can help if someone is affected by bullying  
To recognise that there are people who care for and look after them 
To consider different types of teasing and bullying, understand that bullying is wrong and know how to get help to deal with bullying  
To seek help from an appropriate adult when necessary 
Right and Wrong 
To understand the difference between right and wrong  
To recognise right and wrong, what is fair and unfair and explain why  
Teasing 
To learn strategies to cope with unfair teasing  
To understand that there are different types of teasing and bullying  
To consider different types of teasing and bullying, understand that bullying is wrong and know how to get help to deal with bullying 
Kindness 
To recognise what is kind and unkind behaviour  
To understand that family and friends should care for each other  
To recognise how their behaviour and that of others may influence people both positively and negatively 
Friendship  
To learn about some similarities and differences between people from different countries and the importance of cross-cultural friendships   
To learn about the importance of sharing as part of friendship and kindness   
To recognise the difference between right and wrong and what is fair and unfair 

Humanities Why do we celebrate these events? Humanities  
Important celebrations in the UK 
e.g Gunpowder Plot- Bonfire Night -  Remembrance Day 
I can make a simple time line  
 I can use words and phrases that relate to the passage of time  (past, then, now) 
I can understand simple chronology  
I can identify differences and similarities between the ways of life in different time periods.  
I can ask and answer questions about the past  
I can use topic words that are linked to the history I am studying  
 I can find out about life in the past by looking at  
*stories  
*pictures or photographs  
*DVDs  



*information books  
*the internet  
*artefacts  
*museum displays  
*old buildings and heritage sites  
 I can describe what happened in important events in the past  
 I can record my understanding of the past in different ways, such as  
*writing  
* drawing and labelling  
* painting and collage  
* drama 
*making models  
* making a museum display  
*performing a play  
* giving a presentation 

RE What Does Hanukkah teach Jews about God? (inc. miracles) 
I can explore stories and extracts which remind Jews that they should love God and keep God’s commandments 
I can explore how traditions help Jews to remember, and be thankful to, God 
I can explore how Jewish children learn about God and about their Jewish identity in the home e.g. through festival celebrations 
I can explore how family and community life and the home help children understand how to live as good Jews 
I can explore how food, story-telling, songs and festivals and celebrations express the religious history and beliefs of the Jewish people 
I can explore how Hanukkah expresses Jewish belief in a loving, ever-present God 
I can explore how symbols and objects in the home are a constant reminder of the presence of God and the history of the Jewish people 
  
I can ask and answer questions about this celebration  

Arts– Drop 
Down 

Winter Fair 
 
 

PE Games-Basketball 
Sending and receiving 
Can show control when dribbling with the ball. 
Can show a change of speeds when travelling with the ball. 
Can turn on command when dribbling. 
Can look forward when dribbling. 
Can pass to a selected target. 
Can complete and demonstrate technical parts of the lesson. 



Can follow the rules of the game. 
 
Dance 
I can talk about different stimuli as the starting point for creating dance phrases and short dances. 
I can explore actions in response to stimuli such as stories, poems, events, rhythms, music, props etc 
I can show some sensitivity to the accompaniment. 
 

Computing Range of Christmas activities on Purplemash – Mashcams, postcards, Christmas cards etc.  
Resources: Type ‘Christmas’ into search bar in Purplemash 
Understanding Technology 
Recap benefits of online activities.  
Finding out about Christmas – what do other cultures do at this time of year? – use internet to find out 
What words can we use in our search? 
Discuss reliability of information we find on the internet – everything on there isn’t always true.  
Digital Literacy 
Discuss differences of making cards online and by hand 
Look at different ways of adding images into leaflet 

MFL I can respond to a variety of known and new songs (celebration songs) with gestures to show understanding. 
 

 

 

 


