
 

Theme Title: 

Living together in Victorian Britain 
 

Year group: 5 
 
Term: Autumn 1 
 

Hook Explore Excite Celebrate 

Victorian school day experience 
 
 
 

Walk around Victorian London – 
Exhibition Road, Trafalgar Square, 
Spitalfields and Broadgate 
/Liverpool St/Whitechapel 

Visit The Ragged School  Black History month celebration 

 

Core subjects: Theme Content 

By the end of this unit the children will be able to… 
 

Science Properties and changes of materials 
compare and group together everyday materials based on evidence from comparative and fair tests, including their hardness, 
solubility, transparency, conductivity (electrical and thermal), and response to magnets 
-understand that some materials will dissolve in liquid to form a solution, and describe how to recover a substance from a 
solution 
-use knowledge of solids, liquids and gases to decide how mixtures might be separated, including through filtering, sieving and 
evaporating (Continue Spring 1) 
Classify materials by:  
Transparency. 
Hardness. 
Solubility. 
Electrical conductivity. 
Thermal conductivity. 
Response to magnets. 
Tell you about how some materials dissolve to form a solution. 
Tell you how to separate materials in a solution. 
Decide how best to separate mixtures. 

 



Foundation: Theme Content / Foundation: Links to National Curriculum 

PSHE Values – I can name the school values and the behaviours I should show 
Friendship and transition 
Class charter and agreement 
Communication and Confidentiality  
To recognise that there are many different ways to communicate 
To understand the need for confidentiality in certain situations 
Listening 
To know and understand the importance of listening to others 
To understand the role of the listener in any relationship 
Responding 
To recognise that there are many ways to communicate 
To understand the need to both listen and speak when communicating with others 

Humanities Autumn 1 and 2 
What was life like here during the Victorian Times? Autumn 1 and 2 
Royal Family 
Local Area Study: Victorians Changing Power of the Monarchs. Significant turning point. (school life, ragged school) 
What was life like here during the Victorian times? 
(local side) 
What was this place like? 
What do you expect it was like? 
What was it actually like? 
What made this place as it was? 
Who lived here and why? 
Why did people visit this place? 
What jobs did people have in this place? 
What services were there in this place? 
How was this place connected to other places? 
What issues affected people who lived there? 
What was special about this place? 
What are the main geographical similarities between how it was and how it is? 
(general Victorian) 
How did life change throughout this period? 
What were the effects of the railways in this period? 
Which object is older? How do you know? 
What do songs/stories/toys tell us about this period? 



Why was the British Empire successful? 
Why do people still argue about this time? 
What was it like for poorer people during this time? 
Why were the railways so important? 
I can collect and analyse statistics and other information in order to draw clear conclusions about locations. 
I can use different types of maps, atlases, globes and digital maps to locate countries or other physical features globally, nationally or 
in the local area.  
I can use a range of resources to give a detailed description of the characteristic features of a location. 
I can use the eight points of a compass, four and 6 figure grid references, symbols and key (including the use of ordinance survey 
maps) to communicate my knowledge of the UK and the world 
I can use different types of fieldwork sampling to observe, measure and record the human and physical features of the local area. 
I can create maps of locations identifying patterns such as climate zones and population densities. 
I can apply my knowledge of chronology in a secure way  
 I can make a time line of events or developments  
 I can describe how things have changed over time 
 I can use the correct historical vocabulary in my writing and discussions about the past 
 I can use words to describe how time passes and how events are recorded  
 I can describe similarities and differences between time periods, by comparing and contrasting  
 I can describe the ways of life of ordinary people who lived in this country or other parts of the world in the past.  
 I can describe the beliefs and ideas people held.  
 I can describe connections between developments in different time periods  
 I can describe why an event, people or individual are significant  
 I can talk about the causes and effects of events in the past  
I can explain when an important event or development happened, why it happened and what happened next  
 I can ask and answer more complex questions about the past  
I can select appropriate information from different sources to find out about the past, such as  
*novels and play scripts  
*information books  
*pictures or photographs  
*documents and diaries  
*DVDs or videos  
*the internet  
*artefacts  
*museum displays  
*old buildings and heritage sites  
I can organise my understanding of history in different ways to make sure it makes sense such as  



*writing  
*drawing  
*painting and collage  
*drama  
*making models  
* making a museum display  
*performing a play 
*giving a spoken representation 
*making a presentation using the computer or a short film 
I can write as if I were living in the past, perhaps in the style of an autobiography or diary. 

RE What were Buddha's teachings? 
I can make connections between stories from the life of the Buddha and his teachings about living a contented life e.g. the early life of 
Prince Siddhartha, the Four Sights, the years in the forest, the Enlightenment; Kisa, Angulimala, 
I can make connections between the Buddha’s teaching that everyone can become awake to the truth (Enlightened) and the Buddhist 
way of life which includes meditation 
I can make connections between the symbolism of the Buddha rupa and qualities and practices that Buddhists aspire to e.g. 
fearlessness, contentment, kindness, meditation 
I can make connections between the Buddhist understanding of what causes human dissatisfaction (dukkha) and the way it may be 
overcome (the Four Noble Truths, the Noble Eightfold Path) 
I can using specialist vocabulary in communicating their knowledge and understanding of Buddhist beliefs, teachings, practices and 
symbols 
I can use and interpret stories from the Buddhist tradition, artefacts, pictures and symbols, the media and ICT/the internet, to gain 
knowledge and understanding of Buddhist beliefs, teachings and practices 

Arts– Drop Down Black History month - Hair 
 
 

PE Athletics 
Run, Jump & Throw  
I can maintain a speed over a long duration of time or distance  
I can create a three stride pattern over hurdle and know the hurdling technique  
I can throw with greater control and accuracy e.g. by generating greater force when throwing   
I can develop a range of throwing techniques e.g. push/pull throw. fling and heave throws 
I can develop power and keep control when taking off and landing (jumping) 
I can develop change over skills when running in relays  
I can time my runs  
I can measure and record my performance  



I can create a run, jump and throw event  
 
Gymnastics 
Bridges 
I can take more responsibility for my own warm up. 
I can perform actions, shapes and balances clearly, consistently and fluently, with good body tension and extension. 
I can repeat accurately a longer sequence with more difficult actions, with an emphasis on extension, clear body shape and changes in 
direction. 

Computing Make a Digital 3D model of a London Building – Big Ben 
Resources: Sketch Up 
Understanding Technology 
How have SketchUp users shared the content they have created? What are the benefits/dangers of online forums? 
What is the Internet and how does it allow  us to communicate? 
Digital Literacy 
What are the advantages/disadvantages of creating a digital model? 
How does making a digital model compare with making/drawing/painting a real one? 
What are the tools in SketchUp and what do they do? 
Where can I save my work so that I can find it later?   

MFL I know the Spanish alphabet. 
I can converse about places in town and give directions. 

 

 

 


