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Our Vision 
Everyone will leave Randal Cremer able to excel academically and socially. 
	Love: 

   

Our selfless pursuit of the education our children need putting kindness at the heart of all out interactions. 

 
	Teamwork: 

  

 We use the collective wisdom of all our community in encouraging openness to giving and receiving feedback and exploring ideas of how to keep developing the education our children deserve. 

 
	 Respect: 

 

 All systems, interactions and processes are built on honesty and transparency so that our entire community can trust we are doing everything in the best interests of our children. 

  

 
	Equality: 

  

 We demonstrate the optimism needed to create a community that has the courage to strive for justice by considering situations, concerns and problems with an objectivity not tainted by personal bias, knowledge or ambition. 

 
	High Expectations: 

  

We ensure that the accountability we have for all of our community is rooted in integrity and commitment to the service of our children. 

 

	 Child’s Definition
	 Child’s Definition
	 Child’s Definition
	 Child’s Definition
	 Child’s Definition

	Love:

We love to learn and help others learn by being kind to all adults and children. 
	Teamwork:

We listen and give feedback to one another so that we can keep improving together. 
	Respect:

We are honest with one another and trust that the things we do and say are about helping us excel. 
	Equality:

We are hopeful that we can create a fair society where everyone can excel no matter their race, religion, gender, or disability. 
	High Expectations:

We understand that to excel we need to always behave in a way that upholds all our values, every day. 
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1. Aims 

This policy aims to:

· Explain how to apply for a place at the school

· Set out the school’s arrangements for allocating places to the pupils who apply

· Explain how to appeal against a decision not to offer your child a place

2. Legislation and statutory requirements

This policy is based on the following advice from the Department for Education (DfE):

· School Admissions Code
· School Admission Appeals Code
The school is required to comply with these codes, and with the law relating to admissions as set out in the School Standards and Framework Act 1998.

3. Definitions

The normal admissions round is the period during which parents can apply for state-funded school places at the school’s normal point of entry, using the common application form provided by their home local authority. 

Looked after children are children who, at the time of making an application to a school, are:

· In the care of a local authority, or 
· Being provided with accommodation by a local authority in exercise of its social services functions 
Previously looked after children are children who were looked after, but ceased to be so because they:

· Were adopted under the Adoption Act 1976 or the Adoption and Children Act 2002, or 

· Became subject to a child arrangements order, or

· Became subject to a special guardianship order

A child reaches compulsory school age on the prescribed day following his or her fifth birthday (or on his or her fifth birthday if it falls on a prescribed day). The prescribed days are 31 December, 31 March and 31 August.
4. How to apply
For applications in the normal admissions round you should use the application form provided by your home local authority (regardless of which local authority the schools are in). You can use this form to express your preference for a minimum of 3 state-funded schools, in rank order. 
You will receive an offer for a school place directly from your local authority.

Please note, pupils already attending our nursery will not transfer automatically into the main school. A separate application must be made for a place in reception.

5. Requests for admission outside the normal age group
Parents are entitled to request a place for their child outside of their normal age group. 
Decisions on requests for admission outside the normal age group will be made on the basis of the circumstances of each case and in the best interests of the child concerned. In accordance with the School Admissions Code, this will include taking account of:

· Parents’ views
· Information about the child’s academic, social and emotional development
· Where relevant, their medical history and the views of a medical professional
· Whether they have previously been educated out of their normal age group
· Whether they may naturally have fallen into a lower age group if it were not for being born prematurely
· The headteacher’s views
Wherever possible, requests for admission outside a child’s normal age group will be processed as part of the main admissions round. They will be considered on the basis of the admission arrangements laid out in this policy, including the oversubscription criteria listed in section 6. Applications will not be treated as a lower priority if parents have made a request for a child to be admitted outside the normal age group.

Parents will always be informed of the reasons for any decision on the year group a child should be admitted to. Parents do not have a right to appeal if they are offered a place at the school but it is not in their preferred age group.
6. Allocation of places

6.1 Admission number

The school has an agreed admission number of 60 pupils for entry in Reception
6.2 Oversubscription criteria

All children whose statement of special educational needs (SEN) or education, health and care (EHC) plan names the school will be admitted before any other places are allocated.
If the school is not oversubscribed, all applicants will be offered a place. In the event that the school receives more applications than the number of places it has available, places will be given to those children who meet any of the criteria set out below, in order until all places are filled. 
1. Highest priority will be given to looked after children and all previously looked after children who apply for a place at the school.
2. Priority will next be given to children on the basis of social or medical need
 justify the allocation of a place at a particular school. 

3. Children subject to a Child Protection Plan 

4. Priority will next be given to children of staff at the school, in either of the following circumstances:
a) The member of staff has been employed at the school for two or more years at the time at which the application for admission to the school is made, or
b) The member of staff is recruited to fill a vacant post for which there is a demonstrable skill shortage

5. Priority will next be given to children with siblings at the school. Siblings include step siblings, foster siblings, adopted siblings and other children living permanently at the same address. Priority will not be given to children with siblings who are former pupils of the school.

6.4 Tie break

In the case of 2 or more applications that cannot be separated by the oversubscription criteria outlined above, the school will use the distance between the school and a child’s home as a tie breaker to decide between applicants. Priority will be given to children who live closest to the school. Distance will be measured in a straight line from the child’s home address to the school’s front gates on Ormsby Street.  A child’s home address will be considered to be where he/she is resident for the majority of nights in a normal school week. 
Where the distance between 2 children’s homes and the school is the same, random allocation will be used to decide between them. This process will be independently verified. 
6.5 Children below compulsory school age (optional)
Where children below compulsory school age are offered a place at the school, they will be entitled to attend the school full-time in the September following their fourth birthday.

Parents may defer their child’s entry to the school until later in the school year but not beyond the point at which the child reaches compulsory school age, and not beyond the beginning of the final term of the school year the offer was made for.

Where the parents wish, children may attend part-time until later in the school year but not beyond the point at which they reach compulsory school age.
6.6
Children are entitled to 15 hours free Nursery Education the term after they are three.  If both (or one if a single parent family) are working 16 hours on a salary equal to minimum wage and below £100,000 they are entitled to 30 hours.

If there are spaces in our Nursery, and a parent’s circumstances demand it, the school will offer a discretionary full time place.  This includes parents in full time education, in receipt of benefits, or refugees or asylum seekers. 

Parents may also elect to pay a Top UP fee of £15.00 per session (3 hours).

All children due to start Nursery in the summer term will be offered a full time place if there are enough spaces in the Nursery.

Children with SEND who would benefit from a full time place will also be offered one.   
7. In-year admissions

You can apply for a place for your child at any time outside the normal admissions round. As is the case in the normal admissions round, all children whose statement of SEN or EHC plan names the school will be admitted. 
Likewise, if there are spaces available in the year group you are applying for, your child will always be offered a place. 
If there are no spaces available at the time of your application, your child’s name will be added to a waiting list for the relevant year group. When a space becomes available it will be filled by one of the pupils on the waiting list in accordance with the oversubscription criteria listed in section 6.3 of this policy. Priority will not be given to children on the basis that they have been on the waiting list the longest.
Applications for in-year admissions should be sent to the following address:
[Email or postal contact details for in-year applications to be sent to] Hackney Learning Trust, 1 Reading Lane, E8 1GQ

 8. Appeals

If your child’s application for a place at the school is unsuccessful, you will be informed why admission was refused and given information about the process for hearing appeals. If you wish to appeal, you must set out the grounds for your appeal in writing and send it to the following address:
 Contacts

Admissions Team 
Telephone

020 8820 7401

Email

admissions@learningtrust.co.uk
In-year Admissions Team (Primary and Secondary) 

Telephone

020 8820 7150 / 020 8820 7397 / 020 8820 7398

Email

admissions@learningtrust.co.uk
You can find details of the school’s appeals timetable on the following webpage:
H:\2018-2019\Statutory Policies 2018-2019\The SchooL Appeals Timetable.docx
9. Monitoring arrangements
This policy will be reviewed and approved by the Full Governing Board annually at the 1st meeting of the academic year,  every year.
Whenever changes to admission arrangements are proposed (except where the change is an increase to the agreed admission number), the governing board will publicly consult on these changes.

� 


The Head of Admissions and Pupil Benefits and the Admissions Manager will make decisions on such cases and will seek, if necessary, advice from appropriate health professionals. A parent’s medical need cannot justify a place at a particular school but a child could have a social need arising from a parent’s medical need. In every case the applicant must provide independent professional evidence e.g. a written statement from a GP, medical consultant, social worker or other agency or professional who supports the child. The evidence must be specifically about the child’s medical/social condition, the effects of the condition and why, in view of this, they need to attend a particular school. The evidence should demonstrate detailed knowledge of the school in terms of resources and organisation which demonstrate that the child can only be admitted to the specific school and why no other school is suitable. 
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